MESSAGE NOTES

February 15, 2009

Called to... Suffer!

What leads people to ask the question, “Why does God allow
bad things to happen to good people?

What did God allow Satan to do to Job?

® Job 1:21 "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I will
depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the
name of the LORD be praised.”
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As the suffering increased along with the words of his “friends
Job responds...READ Job 7:1-7

1. Suffering is a result of

What was Eliphaz’ conclusion about Job’s suffering?

e Job 4:7-9 “Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perished?
Where were the upright ever destroyed? As I have observed, those
who plow evil and those who sow trouble reap it. At the breath of
God they are destroyed; at the blast of his anger they perish.”

Why would this be a reasonable conclusion?

® Leviticus 26:14-23 ™ " 'But if you will not listen to me and carry
out all these commands, * and if you reject my decrees and abhor
my laws and fail to carry out all my commands and so violate my
covenant, '° then I will do this to you: I will bring upon you sudden
terror, wasting diseases and fever that will destroy your sight and
drain away your life.

2. Suffering is a result of .

Why can we trace suffering back to the Garden of Eden?

Genesis 3:17"Cursed is the ground because of you; though painful
toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.”

What must we realize God has every right to do?

3. Suffering reminds us how much

Psalm 130:3 “If you oh Lord kept a record of sin, who could stand.”

Matthew 20:31 Two blind men were sitting by the roadside, and
when they heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, "Lord, Son
of David, have mercy on us!"

Psalm 103: 8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not always accuse,
nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as
our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.

4. Suffering puts our !

5. Suffering gives an opportunity

Job 7:6“My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and they come
to an end without hope.”

Job 19:25-27 “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end
he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed,
yet in my flesh I will see God. I myself will see him with my own
eyes — I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!”
Romans 8:28 We know that in all things God works for the good of
those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

1 Peter 5:10And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal
glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself
restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.

Lord Jesus, since you love me, Oh, spread your wings above me
And shield me from alarm. Though Satan would assail me,
Your mercy will not fail me; I rest in your protecting arm. CW587
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