
 

Do be  _______ and build a ______ foundation on the ______! 
 

            How do we build wisely? 
 

1.    _______________________________________ 
 

Luke 10:41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and 

upset about many things, 42 but only one thing is needed Mary has chosen 

what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”  

 
2.    _______________________________________ 
 

Matthew 16:16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.”  

17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 

revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you 

are Peter and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 

not overcome it. 
 
3.    _______________________________________ 

 

James 1:22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do 

what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is 

like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, 

goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But the man who 

looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, 

not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he 

does. 
 

2 Timothy 3:14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have 

become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned 

it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are 

able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All 

Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly 

equipped for every good work.  

 
During the week: 
 
            What does this message challenge me to believe? 
 
            What does this message challenge me to do?  
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Blueprints for Life:  The Foundation 

Good morning!  Today we begin a four week series entitled: Blueprints for Life.  
By looking at parts of our home and reflecting on God's design for the parallel 
part of our lives, we will be blessed to see our life and that of our family from his 
perspective.  Today we lay the foundation.  God bless us as we worship him! 

t h e  G o s p e l  t r a n s f o r m s  u s . . .  

T o  S e e  t h e  G l o r y  o f  C h r i s t ’ s  D e a t h  
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Here stands the font before our eyes, 
Telling how God did receive us. 
Th' altar recalls Christ's sacrifice 
And what the sacrament gives us. 
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim 
Christ yesterday, today, the same, 
And evermore, our Redeemer. 
 

Grant then, O God, your will be done, 
That, when the church bells are ringing, 
Many in saving faith may come 
Where Christ his message is bringing: 
"I know my own; my own know me. 
You, not the world, my face shall see. 
My peace I leave with you always." 

 
Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 

Opening Hymn…………………………………………. “Built On The Rock” 
Christian Worship Hymn 529 

Built on the Rock the Church shall stand 
Even when steeples are falling. 
Crumbled have spires in ev'ry land; 
Bells still are chiming and calling, 
Calling the young and old to rest, 
But above all the soul distressed, 
Longing for rest everlasting. 
 

Surely in temples made with hands 
God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 
High above earth his temple stands, 
All earthly temples excelling. 
Yet he who dwells in heav'n above 
Chooses to live with us in love, 
Making our bodies his temple. 
 

We are God's house of living stones, 
Built for his own habitation. 
He through baptismal grace us owns 
Heirs of his wondrous salvation. 
Were we but two his name to tell, 
Yet he would deign with us to dwell 
With all his grace and his favor. 

 
 

“BLUEPRINTS FOR LIFE: THE FOUNDATION: 
BUILD ON A WORD-SOLID FOUNDATION!” 

 
 

How stable is the foundation of your life?  Why?  

 

 

READ Matthew 7:24-29 

Briefly describe the wise vs. the fool. 

 

Don't be a _____ and build a ______ foundation on the ______! 
 
            How do we build foolishly? 
 

1.    We listen and do what ____________________. 
 

Luke 12: 20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will  

be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for 

yourself?’  

Matthew 6:20 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and 

where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also.  
 

2.    We listen and do what ____________________. 
 

1 Cor 4:3 I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; 

indeed, I do not even judge myself. 4 My conscience is clear, but that does not 

make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. 

 
1 Peter 1:24 “All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of 

the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, 25 but the word of the Lord 

stands forever.”  

 

M e s s a g e  N o t e s  
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 Welcome to Tree of Life! 

The members of Tree of Life extend to you a hearty welcome!   We are a congregation of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS: www.wels.net). 
 

As congregation of this synod we are striving to be a family where God is glorified and his saving 
message is shared with all people.  
 

We don't claim to be the only saving church, but we do strive to preserve and pass on the truth 
as it's found in the Bible. We at Tree of Life believe and teach that… 
 

1.  The Bible is the inspired Word of God, with no mistakes and no errors, his unchanging message 
to all people of all times:  "Men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit." (2 Peter 1:21) 

2.  God created people holy and without sin, but by their own choice they disobeyed God and 
brought sin upon the whole human race: "Sin entered the world through one man, and death 
through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned." (Romans 5:12) 

3.  The final result of sin is not only the end of our earthly life, but eternal death and separation from 
God in the agony of hell: 
"The wages of sin is death." (Romans 6:23) 

4.  The main and central message of the Bible is the gospel - the good news that: 
"God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
will not perish, but has eternal life." (John 3:16) 

5.  Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life in the place of every human being, and Jesus suffered the 
punishment of hell for the whole human race when he died on the cross: "The gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 6:23) 

6.  God the Holy Spirit creates and strengthens saving faith in Jesus Christ through the message 
about him in the Bible, in Baptism, and in the Lord's Supper: 
"Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the words of 
Christ." (Romans 10:17) 

7.  Christians do good works, not in order to earn a place in heaven, but out of love and thanks to 
God who has already given them eternal life as a free gift through Jesus:  "I run in the path of 
your commands, for you have set my heart free." (Psalm 119:32) 

8.  Christians will want to gather together regularly around the Word of God for the strengthening of 
their own trust in Jesus and for encouraging each other in the faith:  "Let us not give up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another, 
and all the more as you see the (final) Day approaching." (Hebrews 10:25) 

9.  Christians want to carry out the Lord's great commission to spread the good news about Jesus to 
others:  "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation." (Mark 16:15) 

10.  When the Lord returns in judgment on the last day, he will raise all the dead and give the full 
glory of everlasting life in heaven to all who trusted in him as Savior: 
"When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory." (Colossians 3:4) 

 We invite you to worship with us again and we sincerely hope that you will accept this 
invitation. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to ask. 
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C o n f e s s i o n  o f  S i n s  

M:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 
God our Father, asking Him in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that 
I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 
what is evil, and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, 
a sinner. 

 

C:  (sing) Lord, have mercy on us; Christ, have mercy on us; Lord, have 
mercy on us. 

 

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  (sing) Amen. 

 

STAND 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: (sing) Amen. 

The Common Service ………………………………... Christian Worship page 15 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Song of Praise ……………………………………………. “Glory Be To God” 
 Christian Worship  pages 16-17 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men, 
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you, 
we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for you great glory, 

 

O Lord God, heavenly king, God the Father almighty, 
O Lord , the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,                                 Continued on next page 
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P r a y e r  o f  t h e  D a y  

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: (sing) And also with you. 
 

M: O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness.  Take away 
everything that may be harmful to the foundation of our lives.  Allow us to 
build on the solid foundation of your Word with Christ our Savior as the 
chief cornerstone.  For he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now 
and forever. 

 

C: (sing) AMEN. 
 

BE SEATED 

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer, 
You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us. 

 

For you only are holy; you only are the Lord. 
You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
are most high in the glory of God the Father.   Amen. 

1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, 
and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within 
a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses 
thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up."  
4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from 
within the bush, "Moses! Moses!"  And Moses said, "Here I am."  
5 "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where 
you are standing is holy ground." 6 Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his 
face, because he was afraid to look at God.  
7 The LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have 
heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their 

“The foundation of Moses' life and leadership was the I AM.” 

F i r s t  L e s s o n  

E x o d u s  3 : 1 - 1 5  
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B l e s s i n g  

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

 

C:  (sing) Amen. Amen. Amen. 

Christian Worship pages 25 

 M:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C:  (sing) And his mercy endures forever. 
 

M:  We give thanks, almighty God that you have refreshed us with this holy 
supper.  We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and 
increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 

C:  (sing) Amen. 

 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare to make no other claim, 
But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
 

Closing Hymn …………………………. “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 
Verses 1& 2                                                Christian Worship  Hymn 382 

When darkness veils his lovely face, 
I rest on his unchanging grace; 
In ev'ry high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil. 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 
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“Song of Simeon” ……………...………………………. Christian Worship page 24 
 

 Lord, now you let your servant de-part in peace 
 ac-cord-ing to your word. 

 
 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

 which you have pre-pared be-fore the face of all people, 
 

 a light to light-en the Gen-tiles 
 and the glo-ry of your peo-ple Is-ra-el. 

 

“O Christ, Lamb Of God” ………………………….… Christian Worship page 23 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God,  you take a-way the sin of the world; 
have mer-cy on us. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God,  you take a-way the sin of the world; 
have mer-cy on us. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God,  you take a-way the sin of the world; 
grant us your peace. 

 

A-men. 

BE SEATED 
DISTRIBUTION 
STAND 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples and saying, “Take 
and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying “Drink from 
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, when ever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  (sing) Amen. 
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P s a l m  o f  t h e  D a y  

PSALM 1 …………………………………………... Christian Worship  page 64 

Blessed is the man 
who does not walk in the counsel of the 
wicked 
or stand in the way of sinners. 

 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and on his law he meditates day and night. 

 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season 
and whose leaf does not wither. 
Whatever he does prospers. 

 

Refrain 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the 
judgment, 
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

 

For the Lord watches over the way of the 
righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen   

 

Refrain 

Refrain: Blessed are they who hope, who hope in the Lord. 

 suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians 
and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, 
Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have 
seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to 
Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt."  
11 But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?"  
12 And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who 
have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship 
God on this mountain."  
13 Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of 
your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what 
shall I tell them?"  
14 God said to Moses, "I am who I am.  This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 
'I AM has sent me to you.' "  
15 God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your 
fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent 
me to you.' This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered 
from generation to generation. 
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 After the reading of the Gospel Lesson: 
C:  (sing) Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 M: Alleluia. Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. Alleluia. 
 

C: (sing) Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

STAND 

24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came 
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did 
not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man 
who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash."  
28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his 
teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their 
teachers of the law. 

“The only solid foundation on which to build our lives is the Word.” 

 After the announcement of the Gospel Lesson: 
C:  (sing) Glory be to you, O Lord! 

“The blueprints for our lives come from the inspired Word of God!” 

S e c o n d  L e s s o n  

2  P e t e r  1 : 2 0 - 2 : 3  

20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by 
the prophet's own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will 
of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  
1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false 
teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even 
denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on 
themselves. 2 Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of 
truth into disrepute. 3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories 
they have made up. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and 
their destruction has not been sleeping. 

G o s p e l  L e s s o n  

M a t t h e w  7 : 2 4 - 2 9  
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M:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  (sing) And also with you. 
 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  (sing) We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C:  (sing) It is good and right to do so. 
 

M:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of 
your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of 
the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life.  Therefore, with all 
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name, and join 
their glorious song: 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” …………...………………………... Christian Worship page 22 
 

Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of heav-en-ly hosts: 
heav'n and earth are full of your glo-ry. 

 

Ho-san-na, ho-san-na, ho-san-na in the high-est. 
 

Bless-ed is he, bless-ed is he, 
bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

Ho-san-na, ho-san-na, ho-san-na in the high-est. 

The Celebration of Holy Communion ………………………. CW pages 21-24 

At Tree of Life, we desire to have all commune with us at the Lord’s Table. 
However, since the Scripture encourages us to “recognize the body and blood of 
the Lord,” “examine ourselves,” and join together as “one body,” we ask those 
who are visiting with us this morning to take the time to understand these 

teachings and establish a unity of beliefs with us before partaking of this act of fellowship. 
By this practice of close communion, we are in no way judging your personal faith and 
relationship with Jesus, we just ask for an opportunity for us to share our beliefs with you so 
that together we can make a true expression of oneness at the Lord’s Table.  

T h e  S a c r a m e n t  
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 M: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps 
students read, think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed 
and responsible citizenry. Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of 
your created order. 

C:  Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 

M: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed 
commitment to be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom 
to regard their parents as your representatives. 

C:  Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you 
will hear and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. 

C:  Amen. 

© 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 

 LORD'S PRAYER 
 

           Our Father, who art in heaven, 
               hallowed be thy name, 
               thy kingdom come, 
               thy will be done 
                 on earth as it is in heaven. 
           Give us this day our daily bread; 
           and forgive us our trespasses, 

                as we forgive those 
                who trespass against us; 
           and lead us not into temptation, 
           but deliver us from evil. 
           For thine is the kingdom 
                and the power and the glory 
                forever and forever. Amen. 
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Statement of Belief ……………………………………………..  Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is,  
seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

BE SEATED 
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Children ages 3 years to 2nd grade 

K i d ’ s  C h u r c h  

 

Matthew 7:24-29  

Build on a  

Word-Solid Foundation! 

 Hymn ……………………………………………... “How Firm A Foundation” 
Christian Worship  Hymn 416 

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 
What more can he say than to you he has said 
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 

In ev'ry condition, in sickness, in health, 
In poverty's vale, or abounding in wealth, 
At home and abroad, on the land, on the sea --  
The Lord, the Almighty, your strength e'er shall be. 
 

"Fear not, I am with you. Oh, be not dismayed, 
For I am your God and will still give you aid; 
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 
 

"When through the deep waters I call you to go, 
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow, 
For I will be with you your troubles to bless 
And sanctify to you your deepest distress. 
 

"Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 
My sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love, 
And then, when gray hair shall their temples adorn, 
Like lambs they shall still on my shoulders be borne." 

Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God,  
and re-new a right spir-it with-in me. 

 

Cast me not a-way from your pres-ence, 
and take not your Ho-ly Spir-it from me. 

 

 Re-store un-to me the joy of your sal-va-tion, 
and up-hold me with your free Spir-it.   A-men. 

STAND 
 

“Create In Me A Clean Heart” ………………………… Christian Worship page 20 

BE SEATED 

 Friendship Registers 

Offering 

STAND 

 Prayer of the Church ………………………… SUNDAYS AFTER PENTECOST 
Christian Worship page 127 

M:  O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your 
mercies are new every morning. Each day you open your hand and provide 
for the needs of your children on earth. 

C:  We praise you for every grace and blessing. 

M:  Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of 
salvation in Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C:  Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 

M:  We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our 
national, state (provincial), and local governments. 

C:  Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 

M:  Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of 
fairness toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in 
their workmanship. 

C:  Help us find satisfaction in all work well done.                Continued on next page 


